Medicaid helps our kids lead better lives—it’s a
smart investment in the nation’s future
Children represent 44% of
all Medicaid enrollees.

Medicaid is a lifeline—it covers kids in every state, from every background.
It provides affordable coverage to children in lower-income families and
to kids with special health care needs. This federal-state partnership is the
largest source of children’s health care coverage in the U.S.

Medicaid was designed with kids in mind

36 million children in the U.S. count on
Medicaid at some point during a year.

Medicaid provides children access to a comprehensive set of services
through the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, and Treatment
(EPSDT) benefit. This benefit ensures Medicaid covers the preventive
services all kids need—things like immunizations, well-child checkups, and
vision and dental services. What’s more, 1 in 3 children in Medicaid and the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) have behavioral health needs
that can be treated earlier thanks to EPSDT. Medicaid also covers medically
necessary care, so children can see a pediatric specialist or get the therapy
they need.

Medicaid steps up for kids when they need it most
Medicaid and CHIP cover over 6 million
children with special health care needs.

Most of our nation’s sickest children get coverage through Medicaid.
For kids born with or who develop serious medical conditions, Medicaid
provides coverage or fills coverage gaps for services not covered by private
insurance. No one plans for kids to get sick, but thankfully Medicaid is a
safety net for all our children.

Medicaid helps our kids reach their full potential
200,000 military kids in active service and
retiree families depend on Medicaid, along
with 3.4 million children of veterans.

Medicaid helps kids grow into healthy and productive adults. Compared
to uninsured children, those covered by Medicaid are more likely to have
better health outcomes as adults, with higher school attendance and
academic achievement. This leads to greater resiliency and success in
careers and life.
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KIDS RELY ON MEDICAID

Kids with Medicaid rely on
children’s hospitals

Children’s hospitals are at the core of the
health care delivery system for children,
bringing together teams of specialists to
provide care not available in any other setting.
Since they serve children from many states,
children’s hospitals must coordinate with
multiple state Medicaid programs.

On average, a physician
treating a child enrolled
in Medicaid receives
about 30% less than
what is paid to see a
Medicare enrollee for
the same service.

Medicaid is vital for kids’ health
Medicaid funding ensures children’s hospitals
are able to be there for all children. On
average, Medicaid reimburses children’s
hospitals only 80% of the cost of care
provided—even including all supplemental
payments. Although there is room for
improvement, continued investment in
Medicaid is critical to children’s health and
our nation’s future.

More than half of the care
provided at children’s hospitals
is covered by Medicaid.

Parents across the country are thankful for Medicaid and children’s hospitals

Skylar from Arkansas

Lily from New Jersey

Luis from Texas

Private Insurance and Medicaid

TRICARE and Medicaid

Medicaid

Skylar needs 10 to 12 medications
a day, and also requires respiration
treatments, oxygen and feeding
tubes, mobility equipment and more.
Her mom says, “Even though my
husband and I have full-time jobs,
we still can’t afford the care and
equipment that Skylar needs with
our private insurance alone. Medicaid
has allowed us to care for Skylar and
get the supplies she needs.”

When she was 15 months old, Lily’s
family was stationed in Japan as
her father served aboard the USS
Kitty Hawk. Suddenly, a routine ear
infection spiraled out of control for
Lily, resulting in presumed viral
encephalitis and leading to seizures
and brain damage.
Her dad says,“Medicaid filled in the
gaps that TRICARE missed—in so
many ways it was a lifeline to our
young family.”

Luis relies on Medicaid to help keep
him healthy; it’s there for any special
needs he might have as a cancer
survivor, and also for the normal
preventive checkups all kids need.
His mom says, “I can’t imagine
what his life would be like without
Medicaid. I have to work and take
care of Luis at the same time.”
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