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OPTIMUM PHYSICIAN ALLIANCE® FIRST TO PARTNER WITH CIRCUIT CLINICAL™ 

Local doctor-led network leads way for patients to enlist in clinical drug studies 

 

(Buffalo, N.Y.) – Optimum Physician Alliance® (OPA), a group of 600 WNY-based primary 

and specialty care doctors, is the first clinically integrated network of physicians to sign 

with Circuit Clinical™, a Buffalo startup that aims to partner with community based 

physicians to bring clinical research studies to their patients.  

 

Thomas F. Hughes, MD, medical director of OPA, said, “We are excited to offer our OPA 

physicians an opportunity to collaborate with a clinical research organization that 

allows our physicians an opportunity to participate in cutting-edge medical 

developments. This is a comprehensive approach; with on-site clinical care 

coordination, it ensures true physician-patient alignment, which is aligned with OPA’s 

mission to transform and improve patient outcomes as well as the quality of care 

delivered.” 

 

As the inaugural partnering network, OPA has vast connections to doctors and patients 

located across the Buffalo area in primary practices and specialty fields including 

General Medicine, Cardiology, Neurology, Pediatrics and Nephrology. These 

partnerships mean Circuit Clinical™ is off to a healthy start in matching patients with 

research studies that can improve their medical condition and overall health, in a 

setting that is familiar: their own physician’s office. 

 

“What sets Circuit Clinical™ apart from companies offering similar services is that we 

match patients with studies run by their own doctors at their local offices, so the process 

of participating in a drug study isn’t this foreign, daunting experience,” said Dr. Irfan 

Khan, Circuit Clinical’s™ Chief Medical Officer, who founded the company (then called 

Empirican) in 2014. 

 

(MORE) 
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Khan had experienced firsthand the frustration associated with connecting his patients 

to potentially life-saving pharmaceutical studies, the vast majority of which fail because 

participants drop out, and pharmaceutical companies cannot get FDA approval to 

bring their drugs to market. 

 

Circuit Clinical™ plays a crucial role in the process through building a more personable 

and accessible clinical research experience for patients, where they can become 

participants in the drug studies using their own doctors to help facilitate the process. 

“This solves the biggest challenge in bringing new medicines to market, and lowers the 

cost of developing medicines, which benefits everyone,” said Khan. 

  

Circuit Clinical™ is currently matching research studies with OPA physicians in specialty 

and primary care practices. Both partners are looking forward to enhanced, state-of-

the-art care for patients who participate in available study opportunities.   

  

About Optimum Physician Alliance® 

Optimum Physician Alliance—or “OPA”—formed in 2012 and launched in 2013, is a 

Buffalo-based, physician-led, patient-focused physician organization committed to 

providing high-quality, efficient care. OPA works collaboratively with physicians to 

provide the resources needed to meet the growing challenges of practicing medicine. 

OPA is the first healthcare organization in WNY to bring physicians together, within 

specialty types, to examine variations in unwarranted care and to develop common 

standards and best-practice guidelines to improve affordability, quality of care, and 

access to care. For more information, go to www.opawny.com, or follow it on LinkedIn 

or Facebook. 

  

  

About Circuit Clinical™ 

Founded in 2014, Circuit Clinical™ was a 2016 semi-finalist in the 43North Competition, 

and was designated one of the 40 Best University Start Ups 2017 by the National Council 

of Entrepreneurial Technology Transfer (NCET2). The company simplifies the process of 

matching patients and physicians to clinical studies that are right for them. Circuit 

Clinical™ is currently building a large Network of doctors and patients who want to 

participate in clinical studies, and making it easier for them by providing the software 

and the expert support team they need to successfully complete the process. For more 

information, go to www.circuitclinical.com, or like them on Facebook. 
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